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The heroic masses of workers, peasants and 
indigenous peoples of Bolivia are once again 
showing the way. For weeks now they have shut 
down the economy through strikes, blockades and 
demonstrations aimed at bringing down the hated 
regime of Rodrigo Paz, putting an end to their 
abject poverty and freeing the country from the 
pillage of U.S. imperialism. 

We salute the revolutionary courage of the 
Bolivian masses, whose victory could turn the tide 
throughout Latin America and beyond. However, 
to get there, conscious fighters must understand 
the danger facing the uprising and the necessity to 
act in order to turn the blockades into a victorious 
revolution.

The Danger: Deadlock Breeds Reaction
The movement has proven its immense power 

and shown it can threaten the interests of the U.S. 
and its puppets in government. But paralyzing the 
country without a clear, immediate plan to take 
power and reorganize society creates a dangerous 
vacuum. 

The current stalemate is giving the Paz gov-
ernment precious breathing room to organize its 
counteroffensive. Everyone knows that behind the 
scenes the U.S. is maneuvering to prop up Paz amid 
rumors of imperialist cash, intelligence and weap-
onry flowing to the state and fascist organizations. 
This is a mortal danger that must be confronted.

Furthermore, the deadlock risks driving sections 
of the population into the arms of reaction. Boliv-
ia’s massive informal sector—the millions of gre-

mialistas and self-employed workers who barely 
survive from their daily labor—alongside the 
urban poor and middle classes are facing exhaus-
tion as supplies dry up and inflation spikes. 

If the movement does not act immediately to 
provide an alternative, the ruling class will wea-
ponize the desperation of these layers to build a 
base of support for repression. 

We cannot put our faith in the illusion that a 
peaceful transition of power through elections 
will solve the current economic crisis, as Morales 
argues. From Venezuela to Cuba, the U.S. has 
made clear that it will only accept complete sub-
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Tras seis meses en 

el cargo, el presidente 

Rodrigo Paz, títere de 

EE.UU., se enfrenta a 

una revuelta de masas 

que lucha por su renun-

cia. En las últimas 

semanas, las protestas, 

los bloqueos y las huel-

gas de mineros, cam-

pesinos, maestros, sin-

dicatos del transporte 

y otros sectores de la 

sociedad se han exten-

dido como reguero de 

pólvora en oposición a 

los ataques del gobierno 

contra las condiciones 

de vida y su intento de 

vender los recursos del país a los imperialistas. Paz 

y su camarilla primero hicieron algunas concesio-

nes y luego desataron una sangrienta campaña de 

represión, lanzando a la policía y el ejército para 

aplastar los bloqueos y a los manifestantes. 

En un intento por decapitar el movimiento, el 

gobierno ha emitido órdenes de arresto contra 

Mario Argollo, líder de la Central Obrera Boliviana 

(COB), Bernabé Gutiérrez Paucara, líder de la orga-

nización campesina Ponchos Rojos, así como otros. 

Esto se suma a la campaña de meses para encar-

celar al expresidente Evo Morales bajo cargos de 

tráfico de personas y abuso sexual de menores. Sea 

cual sea la verdad de estas acusaciones, es obvio 

que los imperialistas estadounidenses están direc-

tamente detrás de ellas. Quieren hacerle a Mora-

les lo que le hicieron 

a Maduro en Vene-

zuela: aplastar de 

una vez por todas a 

los trabajadores y los 

campesinos de Boli-

via y abrir el país a 

la explotación desen-

frenada de sus vastos 

recursos naturales. 

Corresponde a las 

masas bolivianas juz-

gar a sus dirigentes, 

no a Estados Unidos 

y sus títeres. ¡Con-

denamos esta repre-

sión y exigimos que 

se retiren todos los 

cargos!

¡Saludamos la heroica lucha de los trabajado-

res y los campesinos bolivianos! Una vez más se 

están ganando su lugar legítimo como vanguardia 

del movimiento antiimperialista en el continente. 

Una lucha exitosa para derrocar al odiado gobierno 

de Paz y derrotar su campaña de represión asesina 

sería un duro golpe para los imperialistas yanquis. 

Podría detener la marea derechista en todo el con-

tinente y encender una lucha más amplia contra el 

control cada vez más fuerte de EE.UU. sobre Amé-

rica Latina. De hecho, los títeres de EE.UU. recien-

temente elegidos —en Argentina, Chile, Ecuador, 

Honduras, Costa Rica, Panamá, Paraguay y Perú— 

han declarado su apoyo a Paz. Por lo tanto, lo que 

está en juego en Bolivia no es sólo el destino de los 

trabajadores y los campesinos de ese país, sino el 
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¡Victoria a los trabajadores y 

los campesinos de Bolivia!

¡Derrotar a los 

lacayos de EE.UU.!
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After six months 
in office, U.S. puppet 
President Rodrigo 
Paz is facing a 
revolt by the masses 
who are fighting for 
his resignation. In 
recent weeks, pro-
tests, blockades and 
strikes by miners, 
peasants, teachers, 
transport unions and 
other sectors of soci-
ety have spread like 
wildfire in oppo-
sition to the gov-
ernment’s attacks 
on living standards 
and its attempt to 
sell the country’s resources to the imperialists. Paz and his clique first made a few concessions and then unleashed a bloody campaign of repression, with the police and army sent to crush the blockades and protesters.

In an attempt to decapitate the movement, the government has issued arrest warrants against Mario Argollo, leader of the Central Obrera Boliv-iana (COB), Bernabé Gutiérrez Paucara, leader of the peasant organization Ponchos Rojos, as well as others. This is in addition to the months-long campaign to jail former President Evo Morales on charges of human trafficking and statutory rape. Whatever the truth of these allegations may be, it is obvious that the U.S. imperialists are directly behind them. They want to do to Morales what they did to Maduro in Venezuela, crush once and for 

all the workers and 
peasants of Bolivia 
and open up the 
country for unbri-
dled exploitation 
of its vast natu-
ral resources. It is 
up to the Bolivian 
masses to judge 
their leaders, not 
the U.S. and their 
puppets. We con-
demn this repres-
sion and demand 
that all charges be 
dropped! 

We salute the 
heroic struggle 
of the Bolivian workers and peasants! They are once again earn-ing their rightful place as the vanguard of the anti-imperialist movement on the continent. A successful struggle to bring down the hated Paz government and defeat its murderous repression campaign would give a black eye to the Yan-kee imperialists. It could halt the right-wing tide across the continent and ignite a broader struggle against  the U.S.’s tightening grip on Latin Amer-ica. Indeed, the recently elected U.S. puppets—in Argentina, Chile, Ecuador, Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru—have all declared their support to Paz. Thus, what is being fought over in Bolivia is not only the fate of workers and peasants there, but that of all oppressed masses in Latin America.

It is urgent that the movement coordinate itself 
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servience. Ultimately, if the masses do not impose 
their own power, the U.S. will impose its brutal 
diktats.

The Task: From Blockading to  
Organizing for Power

To defeat these threats, the movement must go 
from shutting down the old economy to actively 
organizing the new one. 

Build committees to manage supply and pro-
duction! Workers, peasants and indigenous orga-
nizations must form and coordinate committees 
throughout the country to seize control of food 
distribution, medical supplies and fuel. These 
essentials can be taken from large capitalist inter-
ests and distributed to the people. Where the 
bosses lock out workers or sabotage the economy, 
the factories and mines must be occupied and 
production restarted under workers control. By 
feeding the population and controlling the econ-
omy, the revolution will prove to the unorganized 
masses that the workers and peasants do not stand 
for chaos. It will show that the producers can run 
society far better without the bosses, bankers, 
landowners and other parasites.

The point is not to help manage the old econ-
omy. It is to build the scaffolding of a workers, 
peasants and indigenous government.

No sellout deals! These rank-and-file commit-
tees must hold absolute veto power over the lead-
ership. Under no circumstances can the union or 
peasant leaders be allowed to conclude separate, 

piecemeal agreements with the Paz regime.
Fraternize with the soldiers! The government is 

trying to mobilize the army for a bloodbath. The 
movement must appeal to the soldiers, who are the 
sons of workers and indigenous peasants. Soldiers 
must be drawn into the struggle, and we must call 
on them to form soldiers committees able to keep 
their officers in check. Crucially, if the officers 
give the order to fire on the people, soldiers must 
be ready and prepared to turn their guns around. 
We cannot wait for the fatal hours to do this. We 
must reach the soldiers now. With them at our 
side, the revolution is sure to triumph. 

Crush the fascist threat in the egg! Fascist 
organizations like the Unión Juvenil Cruceñista—
the armed men of the oligarchy of the East and 
potentially armed by the U.S.—are a mortal dan-
ger. They will be the shock troops of any repres-
sion campaign. Workers and peasants, alongside 
rank-and-file soldiers, must disarm, isolate and 
neutralize them now, while the state is weak and 
before they can consolidate their forces. If we 
wait, this vermin will only grow in strength. 

The Bolivian masses have shown that they have 
the power not only to defeat Rodrigo Paz but to 
strike a historic blow against imperialism through-
out Latin America. There is no time to lose.

Workers and peasants: Form committees to 
exercise power!
Down with Paz and all U.S. lackeys!
For the unity of Latin America against U.S. 
imperialism! n
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WHAT IS THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION?The following document was adopted by the ICL’s Eighth 

International Conference.The epoch of imperialism is characterized by the division of 

the world between a large number of oppressed countries and a 

handful of oppressor countries that are economically and mil-

itarily dominant. The current world situation is char acterized 

other imperialist powers ( Germany, Britain, France, Japan), subjugates population through the export of 

finance capital. The old days of colonial empires, with their 

naked and open plunder of colonies, have ceded their place to 

the pillage of countries which are formally independent but 

are in fact neocolonies or dependent states held in bondage by 

the economic and military blackmail of the “great” powers.

In most countries of Africa, Asia, Latin America and East 

Europe, it is not the national bourgeoisie but the imperial-

ists who control and dictate every aspect of economic and continued on page 39
Photos: Joe/AFP; Inset: Basil Blackwall, Inc.
South African miners strike, Marikana, 2014. 

Inset: Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky, who 
developed program of permanent revolution, 

addressing Red Army soldiers in 1920.
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